Hawai'i would be a mistake for the first minority Democratic Presidential nominee. I find this episode interesting for its inter-articulation of elitism, exoticism, race and the meaning of American identity.
Throughout the campaign and even into his presidency, Obama faced charges of elitism 3) and questions about his citizenship. Pundits and political opponents alike questioned his ability to connect with everyday Americans. Obama was called the choice of "wine drinkers," a vernacular description for educated and affluent voters that is used in opposition to "beer drinkers," working-class, less educated and less
